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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, 
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DRAFT ARTICLES ON STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION 


Article 1 

1. In straits used for international navigation between one part of the high seas and 
another part of the high seas, all ships in transit shall enjoy the equal freedom of 
navigation for the purpose of transit passage through such straits, 

In the case of narrow straits or straits where such provision is necessary to 
ensure the safety of navigation, coastal States may designate corridors suitable for 
transit by all ships through such straits. In the case of straits where particular 
channels of navigation are customarily employed by ships in transit , the corridors 
shall include such channels. In the case of any change of such corridors, the coastal 
State shall give notification of this to all other States in advance, 

2, The freedom of navigation provided for in this article for the purpose of transit 
passage through straits shall be exercised in accordance with the following rules! 

(a) Ships in transit through the straits shall not cause any threat to the 
security of the coastal States of the straits, or to their territorial inviolability or 
political independence. Warships in transit through such straits shall not in the area 
of the straits engage in any exercises or gunfire, use weapons of any kind, launch or 
land their aircraft, undertake hydrographical work or engage in other similar acts 
unrelated to the transit. In the event of any accidents, unforeseen stops in the 
straits or any acts rendered necessary by force majeure . all ships shall inform the 
coastal States of the straits; 

(b) Ships in transit through the straits shall strictly comply with the 
international rules concerning the prevention of collisions between ships or other 
accidents. 

In all straits where there is heavy traffic, the coastal State may, on the basis 
of recommendations by the Inter -Governmental Maritjaite Consultative Organization, 
designate a two-way traffic separation governing passage, with a clearly indicated 
dividing .line , All ships shall observe the established order of traffic and the 
dividing line. They shall also avoid making unnecessary manoeuvres; 
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(c) Ships in transit through the straits shall take all precautionary measures to 
avoid causing pollution of the waters and coasts of the straits, or any other kind of 
damage to the coastal States of the straits. Supertankers in transit through the 
straits shall take special precautionary measures to ensure the safety of navigation and 
to avoid causing pollution; 

(d) Liability for r.r.y damage which may be caused to the coastal States of the 
straits, their citizens or Juridical persons by the ship in transit, shall rest with the 
owner of the ship or other person liable for the damage, and in the event that such 
compensation is rot paid by them for such damage, with the flag-State of the ship; 

(e) Ho State snail be entitled to interrupt or suspend the transit of ships 
through the suvp.it s. or engage therein in any acts which interfere with the transit of 
ships, or recur.rc- ships in transit to atop or communicate information of any kind; 

(f) The cciCoClI bcato shall not place in the strait3 any installations which could 
interfere with or hinder the transit of ships. 

3. The p-ivi.-lrr; cf this article: 

(a) s«:nl.L ■ -tv v to straits lying within the territorial scr. of one or more 
coastal Gtai on: 

(b) shall not affect the sovereign rights of the coastal States with respect to 
the surface, the a a-Lad ud the living and mineral resources of the straits; 

(c) shall not affec , the legal regime of straits through which transit is 
regulated by ? item' tional agreements r pacifically relating to such straits. 

Article 2 

In -he core oi straits leasing from the high seas to the territorial sea of one or 
more foreign States rid used for international navigation, the principle of innocent 
passage iOr all ships snail apply a._.l this passage shall not be suspended. 

Article 3 

1. In the c as a a-; s-raits over which the air : jy ?e is traditionally used for transit 
flights cy foreign F.ircva.\ t between one part of the high seas and another part of the 
high seas, all aircraft shall enjoy equal freedom of transit overflight over such 
straits. Coast - 1 States may designate special air corridors suitable for overflight by 
aircraft, ana special altitudes for aircraft flying :n different directions, and may 
establish pacticuj.ais for radio— communication with them. 

2. The freedom of transit overflight by aircraft over the straits, as provided for 
in this article, shall be exercised in accordance with the following rules: 

(a) Cv erf lying aircraft shall take the necessary steps to^keep within the ■ 
boundaries o... the corridors and at the altitude designated by the coastal States for 
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flights over the straits, and to avoid overflying the land territory of a coastal State, 
unless such overflight is provided for by the delimitation of the corridor designated 
by the coastal State?, 

(b) Overflying aircraft shall not cause any threat to the security of the coastal 
States s their territorial inviolability or political independence; in particular 
military aircraft shall not in the area of the straits engage in any exercises or 
gunfire, use weapons of any kind, take aerial photographs, circle or dive down towards 
ships, take on fuel or engage in other similar acts unrelated to overflight; 

(c) Liability for any damage which may be caused to the coastal States of the 
straits or their citizens or juridical persons by the aircraft overflying the straits 
shall rest with the owner of the aircraft or other person liable for the damage and in 
the event that compensation is not paid by them for such damage, with the State in which 
the aircraft is registered; 

(d) Wo State shall be entitled to interrupt or suspend the transit overflight of 
aircraft, in accordance with this article, in the air' space over the straits, 

3, The provisions of this article; 

(a) shall apply to transit flights by aircraft over straits lying within the 
territorial sea of one or more coastal States • 

(b) shall not affect the legal regime of straits over which overflight is 
regulated by international agreements specifically relating to such straits. 
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NIGERIA: DRAFT ARTICLES ON THE TERRITORIAL SEA 

Article 1 

(General Provisions: Nature and Characteristics) 

Article 2 

Limits of the Territorial Sea 

The territorial sea shall not extend beyond 50 nautical miles from the 
baseline from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 


C-0381» 


Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP82S00697R000300030009-5 



